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The young man's parents had separated when the boy was
tinder two years of age, and the father had died not long after.
The mother had turned to the boy to satisfy her longing for
affection, and when he was still very young sB& talked to him
almost as if he were grown up and demanded his exclusive
devotion. He shared her room from his early days and throughout
boyhood. Even after he went to a boarding school he still shared
her room in the holidays. Her demand that he should hate his
father and join with her against his memory was quite open and
unlimited. The boy had given her a great love and had done his
best to take his father's place, but the accumulated feelings of
resentment against his mother for making these inordinate
demands upon him and keeping him dependent upon her had
led him secretly to idealize his father in his mind. Everywhere he
looked for a father whom he could love. But it was an ideal
father he sought, and each of his actual men teachers or friends
in turn disappointed him. His secret hate and resentment against
his mother prevented him from turning to other women as objects
of love, since he feared that any affection towards another
woman would always carry with it this hidden but intense fear
and hatred as well. The love he might have given to another
woman could never be withdrawn from his mother in the least
degree. It had to be kept fixed on her because it was so much
needed to overcome his fear and hatred of her. This young man
was an extreme example of the ill effect upon the developing
boy of excessive demands from the mother that he should devote
himself entirely to her in order to fill the void left by his father.
Too early and too strong a demand that the boy should take the
father's place may thus hi the end make it impossible for him ever
to feel himself a father or to become so in actuality.
This demand by the mother upon the fatherless boy often goes
along with excessive indulgence in various ways. He gets the
sense that he can do what he likes with his mother; she is "soft"
and cannot control him. Whatever she may say at first, she gives
way to him in the end, and if he wheedles long enough or is
obstinate enough, he can get all he asks for. This situation
causes great anxiety in the depths of the boy's mind and is most
unfavourable to his development. The mother needs to be firm
and steady, no less than patient and loving, in her handling of the
fatherless boy.
As already suggested, mothers can help their bereaved boys and